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August 2024 Tune Up Newsletter

SDBS News + Notes

Welcome to the 146th Tune Up coming exclusively
to SDBS members by email. (Not seeing photos?
Click the "display images" link at the top of your
email).

Photo is a canine fan enjoying this year's
Summergrass event. Photo by David Cupp
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Summergrass 2024

Another great Summergrass is in the books! Chock full of top national bands, regional
and local bands, great food, interesting vendors, workshops, and lots and lots of
jamming everywhere. SDBS board members, volunteers, and members were there
staffing a table and recruting half price memberships with our sister organization the
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NUDIrU.

After 22 successful years it's great to see Summergrass going strong under the new
leadership of the Antique Gas and Steam Engine Music which has hosted the event
since day one in 2003. Enjoy these David Cupp photos. We'll run more pics next month
showing more of the bands and performers

Above, John Moore and Friends on the main stage

Greg Cahill of
Special
Consensus
put on his
usual
outstanding
main stage
show.




The Thursday
Night Pickers
were alive and
well in the
campground
throughout the
weekend.

It's been a
great 40 years
for the
Thursday
Night Pickers
who
celebrated at
Summergrass

Lorraine Jordan
and her band
Carolina Road
took the
mainstage by
storm.




Volunteers had
a great time,
recruited new
members, and
made new
friends at our
SDBS club
station at
Summergrass.

SDBS Board
member,
Summergrass
committee
member, and
NCBFC Board
member,
Andrea Zelones
does it all--here
she is at the
Summergrass
ticket booth.
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Thanks
Andrea!

Here is the
Summergrass
Kids Camp on
the main stage
on Sunday,
peforming with
their teachers.

ESSENTIAL
LISTENING
LARRY SPARKS

By Richard Burkett

Essential Listening went to Summergrass and was inspired to do a quick survey of
some of Larry Sparks’ best songs after hearing one of the bands play “Blue Virginia
Blue” on stage. Larry Sparks has had a 50+ year life in bluegrass and is known both for
his soulful crooning and his fine guitar work, early on playing guitar with Ralph Stanley,
then going on to a stellar career heading up his own bands. A great survey of Sparks’
music is his album Classic Bluegrass (see link below).

Here’s Sparks recorded version of “Blue Virginia Blues” from a Rebel Records 2005
release.
https://youtu.be/10pRgIx9gqY ?si=s0a21vyC9AzNvgpF

One of Larry Sparks’ best known numbers is “John Deere Tractor”. Here’s a version of
that song with Alison Krauss at The Station Inn in Nashville in 2017.

https://lyoutu.be/nzNkCDnvhK0?si=wN9MEaqV9uL-FUOn

Another well-known number from Sparks’ album Classic Bluegrass is “Tennessee
1949.” That album also includes “Girl at the Crossroads Bar”.

https://youtu.be/IOgDC53QPDg?si=gxBGAkJ8Z9RvjUzd
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Valley Eagles Club from 1988 with one of his best bands featuring Barry Crabtree on
banjo, and David Harvey on mandolin (David now is the custom mandolin maker for
Gibson), and Dee Sparks on bass.

https:/lyoutu.be/Q3PH9kupPzM?si=FeeqRhsU9duAjn6K

Learn more about Larry Sparks and his life in the bluegrass music world in this
documentary.
https://youtu.be/kEb4ir6Uxwl?si=zawJB5CUdw4GW6DHmM

There are a lot more great songs on YouTube for you to find. Give Larry Sparks a deep
dive.

UPCOMING EVENTS

* 2nd Monday of Every Month at Duck Foot Brewery Miramar. Next up: Monday
September 9, 2024 6:30-9 pm. 8920 Kenamar Dr #210, San Diego, CA 92121.

* 3rd Monday Slow Jam: Next up Monday September 16, 2024 . Our Savior Lutheran
Church, 4011 Ohio street, San Diego, CA 92104. Email Mary Jane for the latest.

* 4th Sunday at Duck Foot Brewery. 1-3 pm. 8920 Kenamar Dr #210, San Diego, CA
92121. Next up: Sunday August 25, 2024, 1-3 pm.

Bluegrass Quiz:

Last month's Question: Which bluegrass instrument is the oldest: fiddle, banjo;
guitar or dobro?

Answer: Fiddle
This month's question: Why is our music called "bluegrass?"

Send us your answer by email to: info@sandiegobluegrass.org

Tidbits

* Summergrass completed it's 22
year this year with another great
success! Check it all out here:
summergrass

GRAS

sAN DIEGo
*Thanks to all the SDBS volunteers
who stepped up and helped make

Summergrass 2024 another success.
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*Whole Hog at San Diego Folk Heritage This Saturday August 24 in Carlsbad!
7:30 pm, doors 6:45. Pilgrim United Church of Christ 2020 Chestnut Avenue,
Carlsbad 92008 $18, Members $15, kids 17 and under free. Note: Pursuant to a new

California law, TicketWeb now lists prices including all fees. While our price at the door is $18, TicketWeb
shows $20.79

* Your band can now join SDBS for only $35 per year. Check it out here:
http://sandiegobluegrass.org/join.html

*Have you got something you would like us to cover in the Tune Up? Shoot us an
email and we'll give it a go! info@sandiegobluegrass.org

SDBS

Online: www.sandiegobluegrass.org
Email: info@sandiegobluegrass.org

Summergrass: www.summergrass.net

Visit SDBS on Facebook.
https://lwww.facebook.com/groups/621403145140003

Visit SDBS on Instagram https://instagram.com/sdbluegrasssociety

Meet Up with SDBS for Bluegrass Fun.
https://www.meetup.com/San-Diego-Bluegrass-Music-Meetup/

San Diego Bluegrass Society | ¢/o San Diego Bluegrass Society P.O. Box 15292 | San Diego, CA
92175 US
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